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Email Address
seattlegatorclub@gmail.com
Website

www.ufgator.com/seattlegators
Facebook

www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=17045936343
Phone numbers
see contact information at www.ufalumni.ufl.edu/gatorclubs/find/
Game day specifics
www.ufgator.com/seattlegators
Club officers

 www.ufgator.com/seattlegators
Signature events
International Gator Day, Ski/Snowboard Day, Annual Picnic, 




Young Alumni Club networking events, Skate & Bowl Night

Scholarship/philanthropy
Region 8 Opportunity Scholarship Endowment Contributor

City Culture
Those new to Seattle may observe that “people here seem friendly enough, but nobody wants to be my friend.”  This is affectionately termed “the Seattle Freeze.”  Do not take it personally; it’s a rite-of-passage for any newcomer to the city, particularly somebody not from the west coast.  Just keep at it..you will find your niche.  And you can, of course, always contact your fellow Gators!

Overall, Seattle is a liberal, tolerant city (this is especially true in neighborhoods like Capitol Hill, Fremont, and the U-District.)  It’s quite multi-cultural as well, and you will enjoy trying out many incredible restaurants!

As with any city, if you’re going to live here, it’s a good idea to know our history.  The Seattle Underground Tour is an awesome way to get to know how Seattle originated and developed, and get some fun details as well (stuff other cities would certainly sweep under the carpet.)  The tour is about 90 minutes long and is presented by several people who must moonlight as comedians.  Anybody who thinks history is boring has never done the Underground Tour.  Plus, inquiring minds want to know the answers to questions that arise when walking downtown, such as “Why are the doorway arches so high?” and “What are those purple things in the sidewalk?”

http://www.undergroundtour.com/ 
City Layout
www.mapquest.com/maps?city=Seattle&state=WA
Seattle proper is made up of many separate neighborhoods, each with its own style and feel. 

Near the market
Pioneer Square (where it all began), Belltown, Queen Anne (home of the Space Needle), Capitol Hill, First Hill, International District, Beacon Hill

A little further north
Fremont, Ballard, Wallingford, 




U-District (near the University of WA campus, locals say “U-Dub”

A little further east
Madrona, Madison Park

A little further south
SoDo (home of Starbucks), Georgetown, Columbia City

West


West Seattle (the island you see beyond Elliot Bay), Bainbridge Island

“The Eastside”
Mercer Island, Bellevue (home of Microsoft and Expedia)

First Priorities

Local realtors

www.windermere.com, www.johnlscott.com
Utility information 
(Water, electricity, gas, phone, cable, trash, recycling)




www.cityofseattle.net/html/CITIZEN/utility.htm
Local banks

US Bank, Chase, Bank of America, Wells Fargo

Fun Facts
www.jetcityorange.com/Seattle/Seattle-trivia.html 

Seattlelites are generally a pretty active bunch, in large part because we live in an outdoor wonderland.  There are many hiking trails, bike trails, and community parks in our area, and we have three(!) national parks within a 3-hour drive.  We also have many ski/snowboard areas within an hour-or-two drive.  The arts are everywhere: Seattle has a symphony, many concert halls and nearby outdoor amphitheaters, and festivals throughout the year.

Something to know: the fantastic market at the waterfront is Pike Place (singular).  Visitors want to call it “Pikes”, and it’s a dead giveaway that you’re a tourist/newbie.  Also, on a clear day you may see the majestic Mount Rainier (Ray-NEER) to the south of the city.  Due to our weather conditions this is not an everyday occurrence, and people will say “the mountain’s out” (citywide, people call in sick to work when this occurs.  Seriously.)  When it’s overcast but the sun decides to show itself, this is called a “sun break” (and people suddenly have errands to run.) 

Driving in Washington
If you feel like people drive slowly here, you are right!  It’s unusual for people to drive more than 10 mph over the speed limit, even in the left-hand lane.  Road rage laws are pretty strict, so curb your desire to flash lights/honk at the person with the speedometer set 2 mph over the limit.

Driver’s License and Vehicle Registration:
Per state law, this must be done within 30 days of

moving here.  WA also requires emissions testing every 2 years.  If you’re caught being delinquent with any of this, it will hurt your wallet to a tune of a few hundred bucks.

www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/moving.html (An enhanced license is good for Canadian trips.)

www.dol.wa.gov/vehicleregistration/moving.html
www.emissiontestwa.com


Parking and Transportation
Public parking downtown runs from $5 to $30 per day depending on time and event.

There is a strong public transportation system consisting of buses, trains, street cars, and ferries

www.seattle.com/transport/masstransit.html www.soundtransit.org/x1854.xml 

Cab companies
www.yellowtaxi.net www.orangecab.net 

Buses


www.seattle.com/transport/masstransit.html
Streetcars

www.seattle.com/transport/masstransit.html 

Ferries


www.seattle.com/transport/masstransit.html www.bcferries.com 

Airport




 HYPERLINK http://www.portseattle.org/seatac
www.portseattle.org/seatac 

Auto Maintenance
www.yelp.com/c/seattle/autorepair
Other Useful Stuff
Cell phone providers
Verizon, T Mobile, AT&T, Sprint/Nextel

Grocery Stores
Safeway, Albertsons, QFC, Trader Joe’s, Metropolitan Market, Whole Foods

Liquor Stores

liq.wa.gov/services/storesearch.asp 




liq.wa.gov/pricebook/SundaySales.asp (stores with Sunday hours)

Post Offices

http://usps.whitepages.com/post_office/WA/SEATTLE 

Libraries

www.spl.org www.kcls.org
Hospitals

www.yellowpages.com/seattle-wa/hospitals   
Voter Registration
www.kingcounty.gov/Elections/Registration.aspx
Local Culture

www.cityofseattle.net/html/visitor/arts.htm 

Radio stations

www.ontheradio.net/metro/Seattle_WA.aspx 

Local Festivals
www.cityofseattle.net/Arts/ 

Nightlife

www.seattle.com/nightlife

 HYPERLINK http://www.
 www.citysearch.com/Seattle/

Landmarks 

www.cityofseattle.net/parks/ 

Gyms


www.yelp.com/seattle/gyms
Movie Theaters
www.landmarktheaters.com www.fandango.com 

Sports Teams
NFL football


Seattle Seahawks

Major League Baseball
Seattle Mariners

MLS Soccer


Seattle Sounders FC

Hockey


Seattle Thunderbirds, Everett Silvertips

College Sports


University of Washington (aka: U-Dub) Huskies

A few more things...
Crossing the Canadian border: Vancouver is only about 3 hours away, assuming the border line is reasonable.  You can also catch the British Columbia (BC) ferries to Victoria and other Canadian destinations.  You will need either a passport or an enhanced WA driver’s licence.  

Be prepared to wait longer and get more of a runaround when you re-enter the U.S.

Sin taxes in Washington: Both cigarettes and alcohol are heavily taxed (with no state tax, they get us somehow.)  There is no indoor smoking permitted anywhere, and no smoking within 25 feet of building entrances.  To get into bars and/or wine or beer tastings, you will need your I.D., sometimes regardless of age.  Depending on the layout, some places prohibit anybody under the age of 21, and you’ll be asked to leave–even if you just went in for a meal and don’t plan to imbibe.  Also: for those not yet 21 years old, WA has a zero-tolerance policy for alcohol, meaning if you blow higher than .00, you get to ride in the back of a police car.  Do not test this.

How to cross the street: We’ve included this since many people get jaywalking tickets when they first move here.  This is another one of those illegal activities that law enforcement takes really seriously.  Notice the people standing in the rain at a deserted street corner, waiting for the light to change?  Yup.  Make sure you cross at a marked crosswalk or streetlight. 

WELCOME TO SEATTLE!  WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU!  GO GATORS! 

